From ſome foul,b 


 Occafloned __ the hath 


of ſcandalons, ignorant; 


Miniſters and Scho 
G As alſo thirty ſeven Quzred 
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THE” MOST HONOUXK ABI »-.* = 
| aa Fs Higheſt Court of PARLIAN 4 
Fs, now afſembled ar Weſtminſter, Re E- 


| Lionel Gatfird, Batchelour in Divinity, wiſheth a] x 
Wiſdome, Courage, and Fear of the Lord, with © 
' all other graces neceſfary for this life, and' all .. 
comforts and joyes reſerved for a herter, 


Moſt Honourable,and 
cruly honoured, 


permit me to preſent unto your Hon 
own. The following P etition, and certain One- 
res annexed thereto; both occaſioned bythe late 
Ordinance for the ejecting of ſcandalany; j* 19u0- 
rant, and inſufficient Miniſters ang School-we- 
flere. An Ordinance deſerving your ſtricteſt: me 
 amination, as being ſuggeſted to bis Highneſſs 
by ſome grand, but cloſe underminers of” #2 
' Proteſtant Religion, for the utter crepe 
77 he M infer 4 _ ont of this | ar 4 ol 
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= 0 ens 7 bd) taken : (as Iam informed) into 

bb aged * a8 Pon gzonſederdtion, as a work, moſt be- 
A "4 for mg you 7 Your known zeal and affeCion to 
-" Ihe he ſaid elzgion: And if the ſaid Petition, and 
ers may contribute ought,though newer ſo lit- 
+], totbat great and glorious work , 1 ſhall give 


= 


Supplicate bim for his aſſiſting you therein, and 
crowning your endeavours with an happy and 
honourable ſucceſſe. Thave cauſed both the Peti- 


order I could, at this diſtance with the Stationer, 
to whoſe care I conimitted the Printing of them , 
that your Houonrs might bawe each of you a per- 
fee Cop y, to the intent that you might by your 
ſelves in your retirements, as well as joyntly in 


your Aſſembly (if you ſee cauſe) peruſe ſhy 
ſcan every part and clauſe thereof. And if after 


ſuch a peruſal, your Honours ſhall finde (as I 
ernſt you will) nothing therein either repugnant 
or prejudicial to truth, and the zealous and pru- 
dential propugning thereof, or unbeſeeming the 
Ppropugner, or unworthy of your Honours appea- 

ring for 1 bumbly begge your further recom- 
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0d dll the glory of it as I ſhall never ceaſe to 


_ tionand Ouares to be Printed, and taken the beſt 


| mend them Gf you ſhall think fit) to 0 
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wzy other, with what a Da; 
Juanes, and more _ 


prompt you to. But if the 
but the being read by you,T Aoty repute Dy 
 recompence, as well as honour to have" 
witneſſes of my being really ſtudious, and 
dially deſirous to defend and maintain , to the 
utmoſt of my weak power and ability, the ſaid 
true Reformed Proteſtant Religion eStabliſhed in 
the Church of England, again(# all the ene- 
mies and oppugrers panes: as alſo againſt what- 
foewer ſeandulls, reproaches, or aſperſzons they 
can caſt on it And that as readily and willingly - 
now in theſe times of frenzy and madneſſe onthe 
one hand, as heretofore in thoſe of imprudence 
and incogitancy on the other. And perhaps the 
known adverſaries of our Religion ( whoſe 
heads hawe been and ſtill are very buſe e in all 
the deſigns and contrivances againſt it ,. though 
they have and doe make uſe of others bends to 
at by) may loſe a great part of their preſent de- 
(zgne, if they be not wholly fruſtrated, by this 


ſingle appearance of one poor ſiripling of the 
Church of England ; it being known to: them 


and to the world, that ( rrmnhſnding the ef, \- "0 
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of ſo many thouſand able and envaee? projeſa- 
} Sd repugners ff the Jame- Relagion', by their - 
$ Teſui tical tre-Cberies and conſpiracies ) there 
; pa -t pole Armies left of the ſame faith and 

» though they bawe not. ſo publiquely | 


conras”? : ; 
derired themſelves, nor indeed wight without 


.cuarring ſome cenſure, which they are deſirous 
to avoid. Howſoever, if that ſiripling be but 
encouraged with your approbation (as be hath 
reaſon from former mercies and deliverances to 
hope for Gods aſſiſtance) be ſhall willingly ha- 
zard himſelf in the defence of his Religion ; 
and, upon reaſonable warning, will be ready 
with his Shepherds Scrip, and Paſtoral Inftru- 
ments, (though he be ſequeſtred from his flock.) 
to encounter with any Philiſtine, to whom: your 


Hononrs ſhall ſendor call forth. el 
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Your moſt devoted ſervant 
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# TO THE 
| MOST HONOUR ABL E 
and Higheſt Court of Be 


PARLIAMENT, 


Now Convened at WeſtminSter, for Leg - 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, 


The Humble Petition of Lionel Gatford, B.D. 


- Moft humbly ſheweth, 

= Hat whereas it pleaſed his Highneſe, 
& the Lord Protefor , (upon the 
A lubtilandmaliciousſuggeſtions of 
doſe, pernicious enemies to the true Refor-- 
med Proteſtant Religion, as your Peticio« 
| * nerin honour of: his: "Highneſſe -and-Coun- 
|  cilisboundto conceive) by his Letters to 
the Judge of the. Aſliſes the laſt Spring, to- 
require the Juſtices of Peace to be'more! 

particularly carefull of the ſuppreſſing of _ 
"—_—_ ouſes and the Book of Gommon- L. res _ OO 


1 


. ba 


/that, by an Ordinance inti- 
Admance for the ejefting of Scan» 
ys grant, and inſufficient Miniflers,@vc. 
3 i 0njoin the publique and frequent read. 
4 _.__ Ingor uſing the ſaid Book, with the horrid 
crimes of holding or maintaining blaſphe- 
,mous and AtheiſticaF opinions; » of being 
guilty of Curfing, Swearing, Perjury , ſub- 
ornation of Perj ury, Adultery, Fornicati- 
on, Drunkenneſſe, and other ahominable 
crimes mentioned in the ſaid Ordinance ; 
As alſo thereby to adjudge the ſo reading 
the ſaid Book to be a crime ſo ſcandalous.as 


that he; that ſhould be guilty thereof, Chow 


thoroughly Orthodox or faithfully labori- 


ous, how devoutly pious, and eminently re-_ 


ligious ſoever he otherwiſe be) ſhould be e- 
jected and diſplaced from-his Cure of Souls, 


Benefice, or other place or charge, to. his 
own-and poor wife and childrens ruine, it 
not to the extreme' dammage or hazzard of 


thoſe Souls committed'to his Charge, and 
acknowledged to have been much benefited 
by his Miniſtery. ary 

Tour bumble Petioner, in bis zeal 10 Gods glo- 
1p the —_ of the true Reformed Pro. 
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- teflant Religion of both whos, © 
Book hath been inſtrumend$g, . . - 
leaſt promoter and advancet) Ih 
craveth leave to offer theſe few-p Da 
to your moſt ſerious, and pions con if erat. 
Firſt, Whether the joining of the Book of 
Common- Prayer,and Ale-houſes in their ſup- 
preſfing , and the reputing and accounting 
the publique reading of ufing it amongſt 
ſuch horrid crimes before mentioned , and 
the adjudging him that ſo readeth or- uſeth 
it, to be therefore fo ſcandalous, as to de- 
ſerve tobee jected out of hisCure orCharge, 
be nor(to hy the leaſt of it) very injurious 


 andprejudicial to the trae Reformed Pro- 


ecſtant Religion it ſelf, and highly diſhono- 
rable both to it and to the true Profeſfors 
thereof, as alſo much advantagious to the 
enemies of both, as well-in their now more 
then ordinarily endeavonred, and more 
then wontedly prevailing. ſeducenients and 
temptations, for the petyerting and eorrup- 
ting many weak brethren;as cerele,when 
it cannot be denyed; but that theſaid Book 
wavsatfirſtcomy ofed b y moſtpiots,;and'ire-" 

ligious, as-welll as Ledned and Ortliodox 
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it £ FED wiſlems and pru- 
Att o the Reformation of Reli- 


bonds in icaling- their- profcflion. with 
heir bleud-: And hath been ſince reviſed, 


_- ourpious Proteſtant Princes, with the a 
vice and conſent of their moſt Judicious and 


manner of the publique diſpenſing the holy 
Sacraments, and other neceflary publique 
obſervances , cenſtanfly. practiſed and ob- 

ſerved by the Proteſtants herein Exgland,e-.. 
ver fince the Reformation, andno Ways Ic 
pugnantin any eſſential part thereof ta the 

. - publique formot "ark andAdminiſtra«. 
4 tion of the Sacraments, uſed in other Re-, 
formed Churches - So that, if that way and: 
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Prayer, and of the publique diſpenſing or: 
adwiniſtring the Sacraments, which hath bin: 
the only conſtant; and approved; way here 
inthe Church of Englend,be Ne dackobdervcs 
not onely utterly to be aboliſhed and. 


ue &d 


mn ee for their fidelity and - 


andfarther approved and eſtabliſhed by all 
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Religious Parliaments; And. contains in it - 
the form and-matter of the publique wor-. 
ſhip of God by Prayer, -and. the form and. 


manner of the publique worſhip of God by, 
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the ſaid Ordinance 'tis reputed, and tobe 
adjudged ſo ſcandalous, as that they who 
_uſe it ought tobe deemed and: cenſured as 


and for that cauſe alone to be czefted arid 
fared and concluded; that the Church*of 


- therto foully and groſly, yea , criminoufly 


ſbipping of God, and the right and lawful 4 


tighly diſhonourable both toit and to the -/ 
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and PX. of vice, common A 
and to have the uſing that way an es ahne2 
reputed amongſt fach herrid crimes asby 


unfit &unworthy to officiate in the Charchz 
diſplaced: Itwill thereupon eafily be-in- 


England ( the acknowledged Bulwark and 
Fortreſſe, as well as aſyle ahd refuge of all 
the Proteſtants in Chriftendome) hath hi- 


and ſcandalouſly erred in'two main Funda- - 4:55 
mentals- of Religion , - and diſcriminating 
notes of a true Church, viz. the true wor- 


adminiſtration of the Sacraments. And whe- 
ther the granting or {uppoſing this, be not 
very injurious and prejudicial to the true 
Reformed Proteſtant Religion it ſelf, and: 


true © Profeſſors thereof, &c. as Ifietore al-' 
« a _ a 
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ledged, is humbly {ubmicted to your Jos 

' MENS, 
Secondly,for the vindicating of the true 
Reformed Proteſtant Relizion, and the 
profefiors thereof, from this ; foul, but moſt 


unjuſt ſcandal and aſperfion, and from the 


injury, prejudice andxammage, that it and 
chey may ſuffer thereby 3 Your humble Pe- 
__ ritioner further praiech, that his Highneſle 
the Lord Protector, may be ſo fairly. and 
obſervantly treated with j and adviſed by - 
your Honours, his now greateſt Council, 

concerning that patticular, that without 
the caſt reflection of diminution upon his 
Honour and Wiſdome, (lo far asis poſſi- 
ble ) his own opinion, or rather ſudden 
conception upon others ſuggeſtions,concer- 


_ ning the Book of Common-Prayer , may bee 


taken off, & changed into berter thoughts ; 
and (o the honour of that Book ( lo iar at 


leaſt, as concerns the honour of God, him-_ 


ſelf, and the true Reformed Proteſtant Re- 


ligion)be preſerved, which is no more then 


the Apoſtles themſelves did in the aboliſh- 
ingof Fewiſh Rites and Ceremonies, how 
19con(l ſtent {oever with the Chriſtian Pro- 


fell ON 
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be indulged tothe reverend and: religions 


worſhip of many. thouſands and ten thou- 


ſands emihtently renowned Chriſtians): © 


And forthe ſame -ends, your Petitioner 


in the third place, offereth ro your Honors 


” F ny = . 
G7; _ 


this humble motion and earneſt ſup 


on, That you would be pleaſed (with the 


conſent of his'Highneſle firſt obtamed)' to 
publiſh a decree or command, Thatall per- 
ſons of what religion or- profeſſion ſoever, 
that have ought to object or except againſh 
ſet forms of publique Prayer and: admini- 


ſration'of the Sacraments in general,ora- ' 


gainſt the Book of Common-Prayer in parti= 
cular,do (by ſome few of their own religion 
and profeſſion,choſen by them for that pur- 

ole, for the avoidng of tumults and\confu- 
fion ): wichin ſuch a time give 1n to your 
Honours, either written or printed, -all or 
the chief of the reaſons & grounds of: thoſe 
their objeCtions and exceptions. + Andithar 
your Petitioner, (though very weak and un- 
worthy to appear in Ap cauſe) to=- 
gether with ſome few orher of thoſe many 
that are of his judgement, may, uponſtiffi- 
127200 | cient 
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atmdtice therebf given to.them,and ſome 
fmallichaiges, by reaſon. of his and their 
known poverty, allowed them,be admitted 
to return anſwer to thoſe objections and 


exceptions;and then have ſome further time 


aſſigned them to clear and make good to 
his Highneſſe and to your Honours , theſe 
three Aﬀertions. - fot 


I. That Set Forms of publique Prayer, 


and diſpenfing of the Saeraments, are more 
agrecable-to-and confiſtent with the pre- 


cepts and rules of Prayer,and diſpenfing the 
Sacraments contained in ſacred Scripture, 


then ex tempore Prayers and Arbitrary modes 
of diſpenſing thele Ordinances are.. 
II. That it 19 requiſite and neceſſary far 


every ſettled Church in every Nation to. 


have -( as: anciently and Jately they had) 
known Set-Forms both of publique Pray- 
ers, and of publique diſpenſation of the 
Sacraments, that ſo errors in both may be 
the better avoided, and the uncharitable 
judging of each other prevented, and peace 
_ andtrath preſerved. 1370. 

1ITE. That: the Book of Common-Prayer, 
and adnuniſtration of the Sacraments for- 
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' merly eſtabliſhed and aſed here in England, 


is abtolutely the beſt Form andfreeſt from. 
all juſt exceptions in all eſſentiall points 
and praGtiſes of Religion, that ever yet ſaw 
light in the Chriſtian world, and none of 
the weakeſt Forts, that the Chnrch of Exg- 
land had againſt Popery, and other errors, 
and herefies. And therefore may by your 
Honours medjation to. his Highnefſe, and 

with his and your joint approbatien and 
confirmation , be ftill continued in this 
Church Cat leaft in thoſe Congregations 
that ſhall accept and defire it) without the 
ſcandal of any, or prejudice te thoſe that _ 
ſhall uſe it. 


And for this your juſtice, and zeal for the 
honour of Ged, and the true Refor= 
med Proteſtant Religion, your Peti- 
tioner with many thouſands ball 
faithfully and devoutly pray,&c. 
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QOUAERIES 
- Concerning the Ordinance for ejefing 


of Scandalous, Ignorant, and Inſuff- 


cient Miniſters and Schoolmaſters. 


Humbly preſented to the Higheſt Court of 
PARLIAMENT now conve. 
ned at Weſtminiter. 
By L.G. B.D. 


| | _ Dnar, 1. | 
& Hether the Ordinance it ſelf be not con- 
d  Y@/ trary to the known Lawes,and other jult 
» WO claims of the Subjects of this Nation, )as 
ABLE Magna Charts and the Petition of Right) 
EI for the preſervation of themſelves, theit 
rights, and proprieties : For that by them (as we are 
informed ) no Subje&t ought or can be ejeed out of 
| his pofſeffion or lively -hood, unleſle ſuch anvejeRtion; 
- or difpoſſe{sion be firſt legally procured by _ 
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and power of ſome.cſtabliſhed. Law or A of Parlia- 
ment, conſtitured'and conſented unto by the. Supreme 


Governour, and the repreſentative of the Subje&s, 


the Parliament. fo 
[5 Que2r: :2.. 


Whether, if an Ordinance made by the Proteor 


and his Councill, for the ejeing of Miniſters out of 
their Livings and- and: lively-hoods, be owned ſince 


ſubmitted unto, as authority ſufficient for the ſo do: 


ing, The late King and his Councill be net thereby 
ſaperabundantly juſtified againſt all choſe late Com- 
plaints ofthe pretended illegallicies of their Acts, de. 
crees or orders made by. them-at the Council board, 
in far inferiour caſes'-to this of poſſeſsjon and lively- 
hood, and inſtanced in by the late Parliament,as grand 
Reane of the Subjects, andan introduction of ar- 
 bitrary power, at leaſt anendeavouring to bring Weſt- 
 minſter Hall to i hitehall.. . . _ 
>, + O80 3+: 
Whether by the ſame authority, an Ordinance 
may not be made, for the cjeQing or ſequeſtring of 


any other Subjects of Engltand,( even the Commilgio.- - 


ners,: authorized by: this Ordinance themſelves, as 
well as any ) that ſhall, by other Commilsioners oo. 
minated for that purpoſe, . be found guilty of ſome of 
the ſame, or of any other crimes, that by ſuch-an 
Ordinance ſhall be reputed crimes. | 
Quer. 4. 
. - Whether the fame Powers that made this Ordi- 
nance, when they have judged ſuch and ſuch crimes 
_ in Miniſters to deſerve the ejecion of thoſe that = 
| _ 5 
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and authority. Fla 
« Duar. 5 | | 
Whether the Lord ProteRor's Succeſſour may not 
with as much equity make another Ordinance for the . I 
ejeing of all rhoſe, both Clergy and Lay-men, out .. 
of their eſtates and livelyhoods, who have been ative 3 
in this Commiſion of ejeing Miniſters,or otherwiſe 
guilty of any other crimes, which ſhall. by him'aad his 
Councill be judged crimes and worthy of ejection £ 
And whether this preſent Ordinance may not prove 
an unhappy preſident ro that purpoſe, not ro be ſpo- 
ken or whiſpered againſt by any that ſubmits to this. 
EGO RONESER 0 EFT Nt Net TRY 
Whether his Highnefſe, by imparting ſo much 
powerto any five Commiſſioners in eyery County, as 
 s by this Ordinance impatted, without admitting of 
"any appeal from their Judgement eitherto him ſelf, or 
to his-Council, 'or to his -pcges.of Aſviſcs,. or to any 
as CS” 2 | Bs Q 


Cl! O”=n# n= A DOR _'—— 
EP 


(34) 


of his Courts in Weſtminſter, may not thereby, SY 
he is aware have all or the moſt of the Livings and- 


Cures in in every County, voyded and emptied of 


fach Miniſters,a$ arc at the leaſt contented to ſubmir to 


his Government, and to livequietly and patiently un- 
der. ir, without attempting ought againſt him orir, 


'And inſtead of ſuch, to have them: filled again with. 


fuch Pro-mioiſters, as will neither be contented with 
his government, nor with any other ? And what con- 
fequents or cffets may foon follow thereupon in this 


| faQtious and divided Nation, wherein ( beſides Jeſu- 
itick Papifts, whoare enemies to all Governours, bur 
| thoſe of their own leaven) ſuch multitudes of Ana- . 


baptiſts, Quakers, and other Hereticks, that arc ene- 
mies to all Goyernmenr, arelately crept up to a con- 
fiderable ftrength, may- be too ſoon felt, and to late 


thought on. His Highnefle canoet bur remember, whar 


a dangerous defigne it was not lang ſince thought by 
wiſe men, for fome Commiſsioners-to have power to 


to them, orto-inlarge their-Livings by tbem,(though 
admyietedby Biſheps ) only, for that it was conceived. 


that thoſe. Commiſſioners would thereby obliege the - 


Miniſters ia fuch cures too much to them. 
| #4. Fo 


Whether in all penal] As or Ordinances for the- 


puniſhment of any Crimes or offences,it hath not been 
the conſtant pratice of the Law-givers of this Nation, 
and ſo ought in Conſcience ever tobe. Phat no ſuch. 
Ad or Ordinance 
any-fofce, till there had been firſt ſome fair warning. 

Sas give 


buy in Impropriations, and to recommend Miniſters 


ſhould commence or begintobe of 
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. of the Law, and where there is no tranſgreſSioathere 


prefcribed inhis Law;beforche havegiventhemware- 
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given to all the Subjeas of the Nation, to beware for” 
the future, after ſuch or ſuchatime, of committing. 
ſuchor ſuch a crime or offence: And for that cauſc,the 


tenour of ſuch-penall Lawes did conſtantly runne in 
theſe orthe like termes, Be it enacted and conſtitured, - 
&c. /'Thar if any man ſhall, after ſuch aday in ſucha 
year,do thus or thus, then he ſhall ſuffer ſoand ſo: In. 
Gods own account ( who hares fin with an infinite h&+ 
tred, above what ww mancando) where there isno- 
Law;there is notranſgreision,for finis atranſgreſdion = 


ought to-be no'puniſhment:and although the rranſgreſ<-. 
fing of Gods Law by :any crimeor offence, be afaulc 
meriting puniſhmet from that Power,which is ordajn- 
ed by God to be a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him rhac doth evil, yet 'tis wotth the: queſtioning, 
whether any ſuch Power may or ought to; punitſh-any: 
tranſgreſsion of Gods Law with any puniſhment, nill- 
he have given the people under” his-powet-warning - 
thereof.,and thentos,'tis mach more diſputablegwhes 
ther he may, by any Law,puniſhany tranſgreſsion;of 
Gods Law with apy puniſhment, thar-God hath not 


ning of ſuch a puniſhment, or rather iris not tobe,que- 
tioned atall; ir being clear that he oughrnogtherebe-- 
ing no Law of God or- mati;::that'can in<quity beof 
any force to punih till ir'be a Law, and therefore 
may not puniſh for what was dane beforeit had a bee 
ing with a-puniſhmeat; to-which itſelf gnely gave” 
he force 'of being wiptniſhment'to that 'officice-or- 


tranſgreſsion; © '- | 
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_ Whether the making of an Ordinance by any Pow- 
er for the puniſhment of crimes committed before 
that Ordinance was made, and that where noſuch pe- 


'nalty was ever before by any Law in force inflicted; 
Be not a rendring of every Subje& unſecure in his 
eſtate, body and life it ſelf, bzhe never ſo obedient 


co all Laws, and punually carefull ro obſerve them ;. 


When as, for ought any man knowes, that which he 
did, ſometime fince, er now doeth, and had then, and 
hath now, no penalty arall inflited upon the doing 
ir, of but alight one; may, within a little time after; 
be reputed and adjudged by'the ſupream power-a 
crime worthy 'of the forfeicure of his eſtate, or the 
impriſonment or other torture or torment of his bo. 
dy,or the'loſſe of his life it ſelf, and accordingly he 
may ſuffer cither in one'or all of them, mn iogtinn 
"Ws Qunr. 9. 


Whether the Commiſſioners appointed by the | 


Ordinance” to hear and determine concerning the e- 
jeQion of Miniſters and the charges: and accuſations 
brought againſt them-, Be ſuch-as in Law and 
[Rr pn og to be: authorized for 'that puts 
R Firſt becauſe: they are all ſecular or Lay-men g 
(for the clergy Commitffioners that are nominated 
are but 'Cyphers, and have no power by the Ordi- 
nance'to meddle in any thing, ſave in the inquiring 
- and judging in part who are ignorant and inſufficien!.) 
For although:we Miniſters of the Reformed Religi- 
on of the Church of England do acknowledge our 


ſelves 


Wo 
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ſelves ſubje'to the ſecular power, yet we have &- 
ver, till theſe times of our deep ſufferings, had fo - 


much Priviledge and immunity granted us by our Re- 
Jig ious Princes-and Parliaments, as that we have per- 
pet ually had our” Ecclefiaſticall Jadges tocheare and 


de ermine all, or the moſt Ecclefiaſticall cauſes and af - 
faircs as weas oftr temporall Judges inall civil. And. 


when wel were judged by temporal Jadges,they were 


fuch learned and approved” prudent and upright:men, - 


or at leaſt thought to be ſuch, when they were cho» 
ſen to that: weighty: and honourable: imploymear, as 
that they were intruſted with hearing and determining 
all mattersof Civile Judicature throughout the whole 
Realme, and leaſt intereſted in thoſe ſeveralll Coun- 
ties and Circui's wherein* they- were: aſſigned 


Jadges, ; vo | 
Secondly, becauſe they are, many of them, ſuch 
Lay-men, as have abundantly declared themſelves - 


very great diſlikers of, if not enemies to thoſe Clergy 
men of whom they are made Judges; and ſome-of 
them have given too much occafion to be reputed 
Antiminiſters, and ſuch as doe not either love 


orallow the very office and funion of Miniſters. - 


Thirdly, becauſe ſome of them, and they of the 
Beſt rank from whom Miniſters might hope and ex- 


pe to receive the moſt juſtice and legall favour, may 
| be feared to be put into Commiſſion, not ſo much 


for ating there in themſelves, orto reſtrain and -mo- 
derate others over-aQivenefle and violence, as for the 
countenancing thoſe - other Commiſſftoners that 


are moſt inferiour, and known to bevery aRive and : 
| | vio-- 
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(38) 
violent againſt Miniſters. For that ſome of them are 
made-Commiltioners, whoſe places and offices res 
.Quirethcir conſtant attendance on his Highneſle, or 
nere him in ſome of his. Courts at Weſtminſter : And 
'others are made Commiſſioners for ſeyerall Coun. 
-tics, inall which t'is impoſitble for them to exerciſe 
that power, or but very ſeldome. And ſome allo 
of thoſe Commiſſioners in ſome Counties, if not in 
the moſt, will be very unwilling toad in ſuch an im. 
-ployment, being yoaked with ſuch infcriour and o- 

- therwiſc generally diſtalted coaſleors, as they know 

ſomeofthem to be. And ſo for thiſe and ſome 0. 
ther-reaſons, the whole power and authority, at leaſt 
the principall if not the ſole exerciſe thereof, for the 
ejeing of Miniſters will be devolved into the hands 
of ſome few in every County , whole juſtice and 
moderation, the beſt of Miniſters have reaſon to ſuſ- 
peR. 
" Tvatbly, becauſe too many of ſuch a numerous 
Synedrion of Commiſſioners may have children, 
kindred, or friends, whole want of a Living, or de. - 
fire of a better, may too much byas thoſe Commiiti- 
.oners in their Judgements, eſpecially againſt ſuch Mi- 
niſters as have good Livings. 

Fifthly, becauſe divers of thoſe reputed ſcandalous 
crimes, whereof thoſe Commiſſioners are to judge, 
are not properly within their Cognizance, nor indeed 
within the ſphere of many of their underſtandings. 
As what is curfing and ſwearing, properly ſo termed, 
and what isnor, what is Drunkennefle rightly ſo cal- 

led, and what is not 5 what is a prophanation of the 

"26f- Lords 
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Lords day, and what is not, what: isthe true profef- 
fion of Religion and godlinefle, and what is not, and 
who are the ſtri& profeſſors thereof and whoare nor, 
what itisto [coffe at or revile the profeſſion of Re- 
ligion or the ſtrict Profeſſors thereof, and whatisnot, 
what are ſuch licentious practiſes ( befides Whitſon- 
Ales, Wakes, Morris Dances, May-poles, and Stage- 
playes ) as doincourage men in a looſe and prophane 
converſation, and what are not. Foroften experi- 
ence tells us, that ſome account bare aſſertions fo and 
ſo framed tro be oathes, and others think thoſe char 
are oathes to be none : ſome repute the drinking 
more than quencheth thirſt ro- be drunkenneſſe, 
(and here in Norfolke hath been already oath made 
by a man of no ifferiour quality, that a Miniſter was 
drunk, becauſe he ſmelt of drink, and his tongue did 
falter: by which t'is clear that he neither knew whar 
itis ro be drunk, nor what it is to ſwear one ſo'to be) 
and others ſay a man isnot drunk,till he be wholly, 
deprived by his exceſſive drinking of his reaſon and 
underſtanding in the uſe and exerciſe of it: andthe 
moſt learned Judges in the Law have differed very 
much in their Judgements about it, as well as the Ca- 
ſuiſts in Divinity. And for the -prophanation of the 
Lords Day, Some, and they not a few have accoun- 
ted the arcſling of any meat, or the doing of any other 
ordinary work, or the ufing any common talk oa that 
Day, to be a prophanation of the Day -' Others, that 
would not like it well to be thought prophane, have' 
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totheir power maintained both by their praiſe and* _ :. 


otherwiſe, that the working on their trades, or thaw 
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vying and (clling. in publick: markets. onthat Dz 
Cos if it be not in the hour) of publick prayer 
and preaching ).is no prophanation of the Day. But 
for the ſcoffing at, or reviling the ſtrict profeſtion or 
profeſſors. of Religion or Godlinefſe, There ace ſo. 
many ſeverall factions, that claim the profeſſion of 
Religion and Godlineſſe to themſelves, and to thoſe 
onlyof their faion, that the true Reformed Pro- 
teſtanc. Religion ( which is the moſt ſound, (ſincere, 
true Religion in the world ) is by chem not vouchſafed 
the name of Religion, but made the ſcorn'and con- 
tempt. of them, and theirs ;. and the true. profeſſars- 
thereof are become the chiefly perſecuted men of che 
times. So that now, if any zealous Elijah ſhall bur uſe 
any holy Sarcaſme againſt any once of theſe numerous 
factions, much more reprove any of them for their 
folly.andfrepzy, be may be accauntedby ſome of his 
Judges a ſcoffer at,or a reviler of the ſtrict profeſſion, 
orprofefiors of Religion or Godlincſle, as we in this 
County have already .a ſufficicat example thereof, 
where a very grave, prudent, conſcientious Miniſter 
| (as he is generally voyced )hath been convented for, 
ſcofhing at the profeſſors of Religion, becauſe he ſpake. 
againſt hypocrites, underſtanding by them (as the 
'witneſle upon oath ſaid he belicved,)the Godly and 
religious. Then for other licentious practiſes, beſides: 
Whitſon-Ales, Wakes 8c. by which men arc incou- 
raged in 2 looſe and prophane converſation, They 
m__ :for-ought is known to the contrary ) be exten» 
ded andinterpreted by fome five Commiliioners, as 
cawfxehending all:games, ſports or recreations 2 
TN youth,.. 


It 
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youth; how innocent ſoever : ' And that Miniſter that 
will not joyn with or aſſiſt ſome indiſcreet ignorant 
Secaries intheir interdiQing or diſturbing the youth 
of his Pariſh, in any ſuch game, ſport, or recreation 
{ thaugh he car or do alledge more reaſons for it, 
thenthey or any of their ſe can anſwer ) may be 
judged an incourager or countenancer of men in looſe 
and prophane converſation. | 

_ Sixthly, becauſe it is as t1regular and improper 
( if not more) for Lay-men to be Commiſſioners in 
Ecclefiaſticall cauſes and affairs, as for Clergy-men to 
be commiſſioners in: Civil. And it-may , without 
any derogation to any on the one part, or oftcaration 


_ ofany on the other, be very well prefſumed;that there 


may be found in every County divers Clergy-men 
every way as fit and; able ro be Cammiſſioners of 


_ peace, as many Lay-men named in'the Ordinance, 


are to be Commiſſioners in the preſent Commil- 


fion: 
- Whether the joyning of ſo many Miniſters wich 


 theLay-=Commiſſioners, and giving them no autho. 
rity at all to aR, unlcſle it be in declaring and ad- 


judging - in part, who are jgnorant and inſufficient 
(which is as nothing ſuchMinifters being more ſecure 
then themoſt knowing-atid/ able: , unleſe we could 
imagine, that fome' of the Clergy-Commiſſionets 
themſelves will be brought to'the teſt and tryall ) 
Doesinot,evenby that, as well as by ether mediums, 
apparentlydilcoyertoall feeing-eyes, thatthe defign 
of rhole, that firſt ſuggeſted this Ordidaiice tohis 


.@n) | 
Highaeſle, is utterly.to ruine and extirpatethe whole 
Proteſtant Miniſtry of England, the long laboured 
delign of the. Jeſuits, but never ſo mucho be- feared 
asnow. And for the full accompliſhment thereof 
with the more ſecurity of Miniſters and the leſſe ſuſpis- 
cion of others that love them , they thought it re> 
quilite to have ſo many Ainiſters in each County na- 
med in the Ordinance as, Commiſſioners, that ſo it 
might be preſumed , that ſeing. there were ſo many 
Miniſters in Commiſſion, they would not ſuffer any 
of their own tribe or calling to be ejected, but ſuch as 
highly.deſerved ir,;and of whom there ſhould belittle 
or no hope of reclaiming, But then thoſe. Miniſters 


ſo.nominated muſt have no power at all allowed 
them, more then to tickle them, and blinde others, 
with the; empty title of Commiſſioners, (though 


they had-known tpo.many of them to have: been a- 


Rive enough formerly in the -rvining of others .of 


their Brethren ) for: fear leaſt ſome 'even of thoſe a- 
ive ones, having ſcen the ſad cffet of that their fors- 


merat,veneſſe, and had ſome-remorſe:of: conſcience 
foritz. (which is-my conſtant prayer, 'that they may 


have, if-chey have not ) and being thereupon become 


_ of more bowels and compaſſion towards the reſt of | 


their Brethren, as well as more ſenſible: of their: own 
approaching ruine ( for they that perſecute 2riniſters, 
though it be at the firſt by.theaſliſtance of 'Aſiniſters, 


will not willingly leave any Miniſters unperſecuted, 


no not thoſe, that have ſo-aſſiſted them ) ſhould now 


begin-xo. conſider. better; what they. doe s and: not 


conſent or-yield, - that any. Ainiſter of apy goods 
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mefſe and worth (' though” unhappily guilty of 
too: many infirmities,.as who is nor? ) ſhould be 
ejected or diſplaced, and ſo undone and' ruined, 
whom they could deliver fromthe malice-and pow. 
erof their perſccutors; the perfet haters-6f all Mi. - 
niſters.- | 
A 2uer. 11. SEL og 
Whether the carcfull joyning of five Commilſsio- 
ners of the Laitie,at the leaſt, with five or more Com.- 
miffioners of the Clergy, inthe caſe of- ignorance;and 
inſufficiency, ( the onely caſe-wherein the Commiſſi- 
oners of the Clergy, have ought to do) or rather the 
giving of the five Comiſſionersof the Laitie the chicf 
power if thatcaſe allo,and making the Clergie- Com- 
 miſsioners onely their aſsiſtants therein, may not 
be ſuſpected to have been-contrived in favour to thoſe 
july ignorant, infufficient Mechanicks 'and- ©. 
ther illiterate Laicks, that have lately either 
crept in or been thruſt into ſeverall Livings or cures 
of Souls; and for the preſerving them-' from Be: - 
ing ejeitad for their groſſeagnorance and: inſufficien- 
cy. Fot otherwiſe, if whomſoever the Clergy Com- 
miſsioners;:thoughfive, or ten,or more, ſhouldjudge- 
ro be ignorant and- inſufficient, ought-to be reputed. 
ſo upon their. ſo: judging, it-might have been feared, - 
that the moſt. of thoſe Idol Shepherds muſt have re- 
turned tothcir old tradesagainy and many more; thar 
are gaping'for other Miniſters Livings, would not 
adventure the ſo filling their uohallowed-mourhes, 
lcaft ah after examinarion ſhould force themito throw- 
them up again, ere they had well ſwallowed theme: : 


Ctene by 
h cauſe 


y, being 


( namely . 


CRSF | | 
bound to make ) did find that the witneſſe was @' 
falſe witnefſe , and had teſtified falſely againft his 
brother z They ſhould then do to him as he had 
thought to have done unto his brother. And fo ( not 
otherwiſe) they ſhould put away evill fromamong. 
them, &c. ) cloſe not in the equity of it, if not in the 
very precept, (as farre as-it may poſtibly be obſerved) 
oblige us Chriſtians to this day : And whether that 
Eaw ovght not to. be more eſpecially obferved 
and put in execution in caſe ofa falſe witneſfe rifingup 
againſt a Miniſter 3: and above all; in this particular 
caſe z wherein the teſtimony of one witnefſe is to be: 
reccived againſt a Miniſter, for the ejeing hinrout 
vf his Living. For if a faltfe- witneffe were foto be 
puniſhed, when the teſtimony of one filſe witneſle- 
could-do no mantany hurt, unleſs another or ewo more 
| did conſpire with himin the fame teſtimony much 
more then now in this cafe, when the teſtimony-of 
one ſuch witnefſe may ruine a man. And if a falſe wit-- 
ncfſe, of what ranck ſoever he were, was to be fo- 
teverely-dealt with, when he roſe up againſt any man,. 
though never ſo much inferiourto him, and'ecſtified: 
falſely aganſt him-z thaugh perhaps only char man; 
againſt whom he ſo teſtified, were injured thereby, 
or ſome few others; How much more then ſhonld the * 
extremity of that puniſhment be inflited now's, when: 
any baſe inferiour fellow may, by-rifing up-and bear- 
ing falſe witnefſe againſt a Miniſter of the Goſpel}; ut- 
terly ruine,.not onely that Miniſter, but his whole Fas« 
mily, and do-no ſmall-wrong to his whote Parifth-or« 
cure of ſouls.,and tothe ſouls of many others befides,; 
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Schiſmaticks, moſt ſevercly.reprove fin, moſt power- 


- tally iticite- to holinefſe, and moſt religiouſly 'ton- 


Fn their.awn lives to their: doctrines, benotthere- 


fore(conlidering the Devills and wicked mens malice 


againſt ſuch ) more: ſubjc& to' have: ſome criminous 


. accufatjonor other brought againſt them, :then orher 


Miniſters, that are more obnoxious themſelves, but 
withall lefle earneſR againſtithe vices of athers 2+ I 
fo whether this Ordinance. which is pretended to.be 
conſtinured for the more effeuall propagating the 
Goſpelland the ſettlement ofa painfull Miniſtery.in 
this:Natioo, /will not .in probability, prove a grand 
hindzrante of tlie liberty of the Goſpell, and a firong 
remprationts the Miniſters thereof, to forbear their 


cryingaloud, and not (paring to tell the people their 


fiagand; their tranſgreffions, and to chooſe: ratherto 
preachionly'fmooth' things umo chein, that may huz> 


mour and pleaſe 'them, And'io both Miniſters ane 


people! to periſh rogetherin their] loiquitye | 
| Bx41,16. t @15% 
_ Whether that clauſe, To proceed tothe eximinati- 
on of witneſſes upon Oarh ( if ithe cauſe requireJas 
well for and.on the behalf of rhe-perſon accuſed 8c. 
as for proof of the ſaid Charge, Articles &c. Does 
not leave to: five Commiſioders will and. pkaſure 
whether they ſhall chiok irfirts examinoany- wh 


ſes, either on the Miniſters, .0r on the accuſers. part, 


npon oatly, or no. - And if fo ; whethet fuck an acbi. 

trary, unlimited power and Commilfion-was'ever 
granted by any Chriſtian to be exerciſed over Chriſti 
nA by any ſober. FEE AINOEN Heathen or Chriſti- 
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— Whether that cloſe couched proviſo, of allowing: 
all neceſſary charges incident to che cjeQing, ſeque-- 
ſtring, or removing of Xfiniſtets, Be not roo-great an 
incouragement, as.well as temptation, to the enemies. 
and adverſatics of thoſe of that ſacred funRion, to riſe 
up againſt them, and co appeareither accuſers of them, 
or witneſſes of ſuch. accuſations, how unjuſt ſoever e 
When our Saviour Chriſt, in ſending forth his diſci- 
ples did forewarnand forcarm them, and in them all 
other diſpenſers of his Goſpel, againſt revilings, per- 
ſccutions,and-falſe accuſations, ' amongſt . other; grgu+ 
ments that he uſed, he told them, thatſothe world 
perſecuted the Prophets, ſo that, his Prophets, his: 
Apoltles, his Afiniſters, in all Ages, have been and. 
ſhall be reviled, perſecuted, and falfly accuſed, And: 
needs muſt they be ſo in this age above other, if ares: 
ward be allowed them that ſhall doit, and they, who- 
ſhould keep off: the Miniſters. ( as much as in them li- 
eth) from being ſo injuriouſly charged, ſhall allow 
_ them: their: Charges, that deal.ſo with them. "The 
eMinilters of the Goſpell:are fent forth, as'Lambes 
into the midſt of Wolves: and if thoſe ſhepherds of 
the people, that ſhould defend thoſe Lambes from 
ſuch Wolves, ſhall allow ſuch wolves ſome of thote. 
Lambes bloods for worrying them |}, *tis the infinite 
mercy and providence of that great Shepherd, that all: 
thoſe his Lambes are not devoured; for *tis not their 
ſerpentine wiſdome, nor. done like innocency. thar 
can proteR them. | 
Quar. 18.. | 
Whether. if we conſider the pronenefie of man. in 
oo | i generall: 


Rs 
generall both to ſwear and ſwear falſely,when ic may 
cither ſatisfy their malice;or otherwiſe conduce to the 
obtaining their baſe ends ; asalſo the greatand horrid 
violation of oaths and: covenants, that this our Nation 
in particular is guilty of ; together with the deſperate 
Atheiſme, and damnable praQice of common {wear- 
ing, that abounds in all parts thereof; and'all theſe 
added to the other arguments before hinted, Irtbe nor 
much to be feared, That this ordinance for the ejet-- 
ing of Miniſters for perjury and ſubordination of per- 
jury, will, by its admitting of ſuch witnefles againſt: - 
Miniſters, as it admirs and incourages, inſtead of find- 
ing and puniſhivg one Miniſter guilty of thoſe abomi- 
nable :rimes, occafion many hundreds, yeathouſands 
of other-men, whoſe ſouls ought ro be more regard- 
ed, wittingly and frequently eo run into thoſe ſoul- 
deſtroying abominarions 2 And who ſhall anſwer for 
theme | t 

| \  OQuer. 19. 

Whether, all thoſe things deemed and reputcd by 
this Ordinance to be crimes, and ſuch crimes as-are fo 
ſcandalous,that every Miniſter, that is guilty thereof, 
mult be ejected, be any crimes ar all,or ſo much as fins, 
or not. As firſt, thoſe often diſputed and diverſly de- 
termined games of Cards and Dice ; ovidel. that 
they be onely for recreation, and for no wager or 
ſponſion, or for no other, then whar is neither preju. 
diciall ro the looſer in his eſtate, nor derrimentall to 
any that he is bound to provide for, and thatthere be 
no provoking of either gameſter to intemperancy of 
language or diſturbance of paſſion, Secondly,that long 
continued, univerſally approved, ; and often wag 

who * E: 2 | 


(5d) 
bed to tife of the Contttion prayer book of which 
I tave dfewyhae i my Petition- to the 'Parlia- 
ment, humbly declared my: Judgement, and for che: 
viticating whereof, I ſhall willingly undertake what 
hall be required of me. IIS hs 

&#F. 20. | 
Whether thoſe crimes which are juſtly ſo reputed, 
but are already puniſhable by other Laws, or by fuch- 
Acts,as are for the preſent: reputed Laws, with very 
much feverity(as, amongſt othernatmed or refetred to 
by rhe Ordinance, that crime of Adultery, which is 
by alare AR to be puniſhed with death; as well in Mi- 
niſters as in others ) have not a ſufficient puniſhmear/ 
already ſer or provided for the Commitrters of them! 
before this Ordintnce ofejeRtion came forth 5 = + 
Qunar. 21. - - £547 0 
Whether the making Adultery in a Mmiſterto be 
puniſhed with cjeion Pall free him from ſufferiagrhe 
other puniſhment of death- inflited by a former AR: 
or muſt a Miniſter be puniſhed with both : or,becatſe 
che At for —_— Adultery with death was {6 cau- 
tclouſly the warily framed” with ſuch reſtritions and 
proviſo's, as that*tis a queſtion, wherher ir will mike 
men more fearfull or more ſecure inthe commitiog it, 
by reaſon of the extreme difficulties of proving any: 
guilty of it ſo as that Act requires : As there was good 
reaſon it ſhould; becavſe.it concerned the lives of men, 
_ and thoſe eſpecially, men of other rancks and degrees, 
and of other Callingsand Profeffions, more then Afi- 
niſtets, And therefore there muſt be ſome other 
courſe taken for the finding Miniſters guilty of A- 
dultery with much more caſcand facility.z or Ge 
FA = wo 


I-45, 


| \ Gor) 
wovld be in aig toimentiontharicriengoi Ando inhar 
putpoſcitis by this Ordinance coaffituted;Thatifbur 
otic witnefſe, whoſoever he be, willbuc ſwEar tharany 
Miniſter did commit Aduttery, and ſomething elf 
be produced that five commiſſioners-ſhall judge 2b be - 
concurrent evidence, the poor Aciniſter muſt berepu- 
red guilty of Adultery and focjeRed, But then from 
hence ariſeth atiother ſmall queſtion;. whether ſuch a 
Miniſter that is fojudzed'to be guilty-of Aduttery, be 
indeed gnilty or not ? Forif he be not; why is hecje- 
Qed? Andifhe be, why is: his life ſpared £ Or why 
may notthe Atrakeaway, what the ordinanceleavs 
him >' And ſo indeed the: pour Miniſters cthemſeſves 
miay be ſpeedily provided for, whenthey are ſo ejet- 
ed though their wives and children may [tarveouta 
while upon ſome poor picrance;'that the Commilst. 
oners ſhall perhaps allow them, though:thtrebeno 
. proviſion made for them'in'tKc of their husbands or 
- fathers dearhis, "7 153117734 2 1H ve 


Whether the'Commirringatiy one ofthoſecrimies, 
truly ſoaJjudged'by the: Ordinance, ſome;years be- 
fore; and after'true unfeigned repentance” fincethe 
Committing it, ſo that the Perſon gufiley of thatcrime 
hath not only rhe guile pardoned by God,but:Gods 
promiſe alſo, that it ſhall nor be mentioned unto him; 
Ought notwichſtanding tobe puniſhed with ejeRion 
of the ſame perſon our of all kis Livelyhood. 

[CE:11 :On47, a>: - | : : 

Whether the being guilty-of aty ane or- more! of ._ 
theſe crimes bea ground ſufficient ro deprive a Adi- 
niſter of exerciſing his Miniſteriall funQion and cloſe 
+ 2 abilities 
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(as 
i gi 
to_exetcile, wick 
woe denounced againſt him, if he donor. | 
on whom ſhall that, woe "lighe,- if the Ajniſter 
Deforcibly debarred or hindred from the exerciſe of 
theme. TH hc | 
TY i PRI | Quer. 24 | 
 Whethera 2Laniſter, guilty of one or more of ; hele 
crimes,may nor ( notwit ſtanding his guilcines there. 
of ) do God 200d ſervice by his preaching and dif Pee 
{ingthe Sacrament to thoſe that are willing and de- 
firous, for all that, to partake of thoſe Ordinances 
diſpenſed by him. Or whether the vircue and efficacy 
of thoſe ordinances do fo depend upon the goodneſle 
and badneſſe of the diſpenſers thereof, as to be cffica- 
cious or not efficacious, according as the diſpenſers 
are Godly or wicked : | 


onithed thereof before 0. 
d not, to be ſevere! y cor- 


$I | - i,  Buer,36, | fined 
= Whether there are nor in fome Miniſters other 
oy EET; JE | crimes 


| (33) 
crimes of as higha natureani#a#/deep gilt, as divers 
of thoſe named inthe Ordinance,/and as much, ifnot 
more-prejudiciall to the Glory of God, and ts the be 
refit of thoſe- people that arc commitred to 'rheiy 
chatge, that arc left unpuniſhed by that Ordinantet = 
As Pride, Covetouſneſle, malice, falſe-accuſation'sf 


brethren, treachery, Apoſtafie from the truth, Here- 
fie, inſtability of do@rine, being 'of one dpinion* 6H 
day, and'condemning all that are norof the fame; and 
deſerting that opinion the next day ifthe wind' urn, 
the having mens perſons in admjrarion becauſe 'of ade. 
vanrage, the ruining greedily after the'etroroF Bala? 

am for reward, the partaking in the gainfaying*of 
Core, the-propheſying or preaching lics, the' 'negle?,, 
if not contempt of .Gods ordinances, eſpectally* rhe 
Sacrament'6f the | Lords Snpper; the-vilition”6f 
oathes and'covenants' &c. And whether" thofe that: 
are Judges of others ſhould not doe better firſt to Judge. 
themſelves. 20 ONE FTE 

Qaer, 27. 


4 


_ - Whetherthatclanſe'of rhe Ordinatice 'whicti'ad- 


judgerh ſuch Miniſters to be ejeted as hive, or thatl 
declare their difaffetion tothe preſent Government 
without excepting any,no not thoſe that either have' 
changed, orſhalF hereafter chinge rhetrthoyphrs and 
affeQions into*abetrer eſteem and liking of ir, - wilt 
nor; in probability rather confirm thoſe 'that have 
been or ſhall be diſaffeted in that their diſaffeRionfor 
ever, then indiice or perſwadeanty of them toapprove 
of, or comply with thatGoyernment; being excluded 
from all favour. or mercy- ifrhey doe; having becn: 
once. guilty of diſaffe&ion.towards it.. ; 
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Vhather tbe omiting Pr lick © Catechiſi ing 08 
the a day for many--years together, andthe ne- 
ping nies) the holy, Sacrament. of the 

or as many arenot crifnes of an higher 
Ty 4 more; meriting tha; cjecion of thoſe: Mi- 


” thatare guiley.of them, then the omicting;for 
ds Day or two. or.ten, the publick praying or 
ching on that, day.. Whenas publick Catcchi- 


ſing. hath —_ acknowledged by our adverſaries to 
the prime. way of inſtrucian, wherein we 


2941 


\ Reformed, Religion have. ſo..much;; out-ſtript 

them, and gatten{o..muchground of! how, And the 

pfiem celebrating of $0SrRMELamen of the Lords Sup- 

par is our on! og ap commemorating Chriſt's doack 
3nd, paſſion,that heiſt Kimſelf/ hath: preſcribed -us; 
andthe prime means: of; ſealing. and. afluring tous all 
the benefit thereof, even whatſoever. 'Chrilt hath in 
his Goſpel promiſed. 
Quer. 3 Oz 
:Whethertcheact ſur nc haw often omiſſion of 

publick praying and preaching upoa.the Lords Day, 
cither,in.a year, or in a mans lite time, ſhall be repy- 
ted ſuch negligence as that the Ainiſter guilty there. 
of ſhallbe cjeQed, as a)ſo:haw long, abſence from his 

cure, and at whatdiſtance, ſhall be accounted non Re. 
i fidence, Does not expoſe all Atiniſters ta ſtrange and 

Þ. dau hazzards - of looſing their Liyings or 

Þ | xding as five ſeverall Commiſſioners,ſhall, 


2 verall rimes, upon. ſeverall-occaſions; intheis ſe- 
ycrall PEI Al to every day , _—_ ro.de- 

S Om termine 2 . 
8 __> Quar, 31 
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Whether it had vor: been requiſice A od: neoeMary; | 


for the preventing of malice and revenge! in the 'par= 
ty or parties accufing, and-for the preſerving/of inno- 
cency and'uprightnels in the party accuſed; and forthe 
avoiding of perjury and ſubornation of perjury inthe 
Witneſſcs on the behalf of both, as alſo for the clear- 
- ing and juſtifying of the proceedings and determina- 


tions of the commiſſioners and' the through ſatisfa- ' 
Aion of their conſciences therein, That there ſhould 


have been ſome time limitedand preſcribed-for cvery 
accuſer of any Miniſter, concerning any of the crimes 
mentioned orreferred to inthe Ordinance ro bring 
4nhis charge or accuſation intof the open.courtaf the 
Commiſſioners, and theri tapreſentitrothem, which 
in ſo many dayes.or wecks after any of thoſe crimes, 
whereof he@guſeth him,were committed; or elſe that 
his charge or accuſation ſhould notbe received or re- 
puted of any validity. ' ; 10] 

| Duar, 32. | 


Whether upon the rendering of Miniſters thus li- 


able to whatſoever men and devils can in the height- . - 


of malice and depth'of confpiracy-contrive/or 'con- 
ſpire againſt them, All ſober and diſcreet men' will 
not avoid the braEing up their children for that holy 
calling, which is of it {elf ſs perilous:to'the: tnoRable 
andfanhfull, andiis now,'by this Ocdinatice expoſed 


too tfiuchiſeorn; and contempt, and? perfecutian-by 


alt the enemjes thereof. And fo the” Miniſter © of 
PFagland muſt-needs'be ſoon worne out thatway,and 
the-people-be lefr without-any Shepherd 'ori:have 
otly: blind guides,and thoſe of the toiveft of the: ped- 
'plc rogo in and out before them. 1 25 

_ | BE. | | = Quer.33 
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of two more ih their hands to open ſome of the others mouthed ets "© 


ſpeak a few good:words in private on their behalf, and to ſay © 
how they are affeRed and what opinion they are of, though the” 
judgements neyer ſo ſmall or weak, (all which any Heretick, Ro= 
manift, and illiterate mechanick may eafily.do) who ſhall darets 
appear againſt them, unleſſe they did harard the lofſe of their own 
Livings for the oppoſing fuch that fleal men in their fiealing ints 
other. | | |  OQuer. | = : 
Whether the ejefing of fo many Miniſters by this Qrdinance, 
as are likely to be c5eRed, if the Ordinance ir ſelf be not. repealed, 
by his Highnefſe with your Honours adyice, will not bfing a grea- 
tet ſcandall upon the Reformed Proteſtant Religion here in this 
Nation ( and that not without ſome refle&ion of difhonour upog ? . 
other Reformed Churches in other Nations ) throughout Chri- 
fendome and elſewhere, then all thoſe Miniſters thar:ſhall be e- , 
jeRed thereby, could eyer have broughc upon it, had they beca 
all really guilty of.all the fcandalous crimes whereof they are or 
ſhall be maliciouſly and falſely accuſed. S 
| Daere 35. © » 
Whether it be not more then probable. Thar, as 
fince the former cjeRing:ſequeſtring or removing,that 
is, one word depriving ( for all or the moſt cicetions, 
ſequeſtrations, or removes of Clergy-men, have pro- 
ved utter deprivations ) of ſo many Miniſters by the 
 lateParliament, fo many Atheiſticall, hereticall,blaſ- 
phemous and execrable opinions, derogatory to the 
honour of God and deſtrutive to humane ſociety, 
have ſprung up amongſt us,and (o many Popiſhpoints 
of dodtrine have been maintained and propagated in 
all parts of this Nation, even by ſomethatdo pretend 
to abhorre the name of Popery, as well as, by others. 
likewiſe now, after thar ſor miny Miniſters more 
It <Jf £d by. this Ordinance, The number.of 
the foreſaid, horrid opinions. and dangerous pointsrof & 2 
| Dagrige will be very much augmented and noo, | E 
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inevery Corner, wy in everyopen ſtreet, beſides ma. 
ny other miſchiefs that will-grow apaceupon us, thar 
are nat yet {p evidently diſcernable , and of which his 
Highncftc hjmſclf, when iris roo late, may. be as ſen. 
ible as/any rh; ? Far they, whathus ſtrike at the 
Miniftery, will be as ready and as adventurous upon 
the leaſt advantage they: can find or make, to knack. 
down the Magiſtracy.. - Oxy. 36. | 
Whether, alt'cheſc things conſidered, unleſſe this Or- 
d:nance by repealed, the ſtrange praccedings, and un» 
paralcld {cntences of each ſuch Commiſſion-Court in 
every County, together with the many ſad effects and. 
confequents,that will undoubtedly follow thereupan,, 
wilt not very mnch juſtifie all, even all the cxprabi- 
tances, illegalities, and crueleies, ſo much complained: 
of and cried out againſt by the late Parliament, both- 
' 1nthe High Commiſsion Coureof each Province,and 
_ in allEcclefiaſtical Courts in every Diocels:and what 
the ſenſe thereof may intime produce, ler the dread- 
full iſues of thoſe tormer cries agalnit thoſe Courts, 
warnall that may be concerned, | | 


> OB4y, 37. \ Do rn 

Whether, in caſe this o5dinance(notwithſtanding: 
all this ) ſhould: for the fins and Iniquites borh of the 
Miniſters and People of this Nation be fil continued 
in force: (which the Lord of his mercy forbid, and: 
rather take ir into his own hands, then deliver ns into 
the hands of ſuch men ) or if any other Commiſſion 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed by any other Ordinance or AR 
Cif the Lawesalready cftabliſhed have not provided: 
fufficient puniſhmenc for fuch offenders)for the admo- 
oo puniſhing, and( if ncither of them will amend: 
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ficient Ainiſters 8 Schoolmaſters which ought to be © 


done, and we pray it may be done (if God ſee it fit and 
requiſite to be done,) with infinite caution, wifedome 
rudence and impartiality, It be not then very necef- 
ſary, That all the allegations, accuſations or charges 
of all and every of the accuſers and proſecutors of 
Miniſters, and all the Anſwers and pleas of the 
ſaid Aſiniſters in defence of themſelves and their in- 
nocency,together with all the teſtimonies and depofi- 
tions of witneſſeſſes on both parts, As alſoall-the pro« 
ceedings,adjudications,or determinations of the Come 
miſfioners thereupon, with the grounds and reaſons 
thereof, Be exaQtly and puntually regiftred-and re- 
corded, and all the particulars thereof, preceding fen« 
tence be openly and diftintly read in Court immedi- 
ately before any fentence or judgement be paſſed; that 
all the perſons in their ſeverall relations forenamed., 
& concerned therein, may hear,and be alluired, whether 
each particular be, as he or they delivered and under. 
ſtaod it, or not :and ifnor, then to have liberty to-cor- 
reQ or amend whatſoever he or they were miſtaken or 
miſunderſtood in.. And then, when fentence is ſo pat» 
ſed ; That the ſaid Sentence it ſelf and the gronnds 
thereof bealſo read in open Court, and the Commil-- 
ſioners hands that paſled ir, ſer thereto, To the intent, 
that both the accuſcrs and: proſecutors may. be, the- 
more wary and juſt in their faid allegations; accuſati.-- 
ons, orcharges, and the Accnſed the more warchfull* 
and diſcreet. in their anſwers and pleas, andthe wit- 
reſles on both parts the more cautelous aed confcien-- 
cious in. their teſtimonies and. depoſitions, and the 
Commiſſioners the more circumſpe@tand- impartiall- 
in their ſentences andideterminations-- as alſo, thatall,, 
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* belieye, that although it had his fiat when ic was contrived , yet 
'it had nothing of his contrivement in it, more then that tk: 
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at def edof thefull truth of any, or 
all thoſe cranſaRions,may be the better ſatiſfied ; and 
which is not the leaſt,” That his Highneſle, in all com- 
Plaints or appecales of injuſtice or grievance, may the 


* Mmoreeafily and accurately judgethereof, 


 TheſeQuzries I have laid at your Honours feet, moſt humbly 
beſeeching you to take them'up and to 'peruſe them , onely fo long 
aStill, upon. thorow examination of them and conſultation about 
them, you ſhall find whither they may do you, and the diſtreſſed 
Church of God heie in England , any ſeryice or not in that great 
and weighty buſinefſe, which is reported to be taken into your 
care, Namely, the inquiring into the particulars of the Ordinance 
for the ejeQing of Miniſters, And if nor, that you would lay them 
there again, and trample on them, and on him that preſents them 
(if he can be more trampled on then he is ) for diſturbing your 
more ſerious conſultations with ſuch fruitleſle queſtions. But yet, 
if they can no other way ſerye you or adyantage that pious work 
ef yours in ſcarching into the dangerous clauſes and deſperate 
conſequents of that Miniſter deſtroying Ordinance, they may ſerye 
to ſhew my ſenfiblenefle of the enemies of the true Reformed Re- 
higion's indeayours to bring us all to confuſion ; as well as my 
defire to: do my utmolt ro prevent it, And ( which I cannot 
ſmother) my real compaſſion and rruely Sympathifivg affeRion to 
my poore perſecuted brethren of the Miniſtry : though too many 


- of them (the Lord lay it not their charge) haye ſhowa little com= 


paſſion or affe&tion to me and others of their Brethren when we 


 wereeieRed, His Highnefſe who gave life to this ordinance , will 


not, I hope, think the wotle of me for my thus preſumptuous med- 
ling with it: whea I profeſſe ſolnmely ,that I cannot but in Charity 


lous, ignorant;and inſufficeat Miniſters and School-maſters ſhould _ 
be ciected : but ſurely, it was never his intention , that eieion 

ſhould be o far iewaded, and ſuch men impowred tor execute it, 
as thar the beſt of Miniſters, yea the whole Miniſtry of England 
ſhould be deſtroyed ; or at leaſt made lyable fo to be, when the 


"EM nies thereof ſhould find their long defired opportunity,/ Na © 
a. this deſign certainly came figm the Ignatian Concave » andfiom — 
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the Convents of ſome Aritiminiſteriall .Heretiques '; - the tORmegs 
aiming at the ruine ofthe Reformed Miniſtry of chis Nation, thang 
Jatter at the deſtruQion of all Miniſters whatſoeyer, And fucha © Ie 
deGgne, eſpecially when ic was covered oyer with thoſe ſpecious 
prerences of further Reformation and of the Goſpels propagation, = 
might eaſily eſcape his Highneſſe diſcerning having ſuch'a cloud of 
high-concerning affairs incompaſſing him. But it his Highnefle, | 
who knows me. well) ſhould take this ill from me, when. 1 intend 
him not the leaſt ill by ir; He knowes likewiſe, that , as'I defrenot 
to diſpleaſe men by my {| kiagga I dare not much more diſpleaſe - 
God by my filence. And therefore , when - the glory of God and 
the ſafety of his:-Church is- ſo nearly concerned, {ſhould my rongue 

. nowcleaye to my mouth, I ſhould feare,cither the being [truck quite 
dumbe here, or the being made to. open it in. vain. cries. and unre- 
garded complaints. hereafter. And for your Hogours; and all others- 

| ofhongur and honeſty, I haye cauſe to belieye yau will the ſooner 
and the more attend to what 1 fay, becauſe many of you know me 
to be Wholly unconcerned-and unintereſted; as to mine own patti= 
> cular, in any thing, that this Ordinance takes notice of 'or openly 
declares againſt, For the deſires of my ſoul are for a more effe&ual 
propagation of the Goſpel , and for the fertlement of a more pain-- 
full Miniſtry :- And (to the praiſe and glory of Gods grace be it- 

- wholly ſpoken) there are none, no not the worlt'of mine enemies, - 
that can charge me with any crime or ought, that is indeed ſcandg= 
lous, or With any of thoſe things which this Ordinance adjudged: 
to be ſcandalous, further then 1 am able to juſtify both my ſelf and- *M 
themfrom giving any juſt occaſion tobe ſo adjudgert:. And(which- . A 

| 1 am neither aſhamed nor affraid to acknawledge nor may ac= _—. 
knowledge without bleſſing God for his calling me and others: 
to beare it patiently & cheerfully)I am one of thoſe devil ſeque= 


| {tred, that is, ejeted Minifters,that were-long fincecalt aut of our- | 
| Livings, not for any ſcandall, ignorance, or negligence, but (whicn 
| is our glory and avs rol tor diſcharging our Loyalty and fidelity - + 

| to our then Soveraign, and for our Ioveand conflancy to the efta- 


| bliſhed. doRtrine and diſcipline of the Churchof England, or, - 
(which is their ſhame, I would I could add, ſorrow ) for the fati(>: 
ing of ſame of our conyetous , ambitious, malious Brethren's thit=- 
ang after our poſſeſſions: and lively-hoods. - And: therefore being: © 
IF -Reither guilcy of any of thoſe living depriying. crimes: nor haying:, . ..; 
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\y liyingto feare the being Jeprived of, I niay be heard'the mare, =. 
reely and unſuſpeRedly in what T plead fot others, and thoſeroo," 2, 4 
n, Tichz..2s never ſo much as opened their mouths: in  * 
fmeor any of my fellow fufferrers,” either in pleading 
$ Whenwe were to be ezeted, of in commilerating our diftret+ 
£- Rqcondition fince, but either complzyed with our enemies, or 
£- © - -movedneither rongue nor pen again{tthem. If I had been of cheir 
temper, or of ſome others judgement better then my ſelf, I mighe 
- with much pretence of reafon,and perhaps Religion, not only have 
forborn to appeare in this cauſe,but have thought ir my duty rather 
to be filone. , SLE 
to be filent, and to admire at Gods Juſtice in this fignall progreſle- 
of his judgements, ir bringing them' now upon them, who, if they 
_ (didnot reamany of chem) help'to bring them upon others, were 


- 
* 
- 


too filent & infenſible, when ſo many thouſands of us firſt groaned 

- under them, and a multitude periſhed by them. Bur Ihave long 
ſince forgiven them and all others, ſgfaras concernes my elf; and 

| Theſeech the Lord to give them yet, if he7have not already ,:fuch | 
ſenſe of, and forrow for, both that and all other their ſins, that#hey - 


 . 
WES 
.> 


oh 
. ad 


wie 
v* 
- 


> © 
| : our funRion with freedome fuccefle, 


= 
Ty 
Pp; 
by 
F 
* 
” 


þ bo 
= 
-” 
a 


a, 1&3 
% & 2 * 
w% EEE 
a> _” F1 
- fore 
| gn) 
-  e- 
ET 4 % - 
P Mews $ 1 
" y ® .. % bo uh. 
on I A 


Fo 
$4 & © | 
p 3s 


